
Introduction
Following our initial newsletter of 5 April 2019 and our 
construction works on site over the last 3 months, this 
newsletter provides an update to those residents in the 
immediate vicinity of the Oasis Academy Leesbrook site.

We thank you for welcoming us into the community, and 
ask that if you have any queries or concerns, you first 
contact the Gateman in the temporary office by the site 
entrance at the junction of Breeze Hill Road and Roxbury 
Avenue. He will direct you to Galliford Try staff based in 
the temporary offices established on the site of the old 
astroturf pitch.

Permanent fencing has been installed to secure the 
perimeter of the site, except to Roxbury Avenue and the 
East elevation facing the open space to River Medlock. 
This fencing will be replaced with similar weldmesh once 
the necessary approvals have been obtained later this 
month. You may also have noticed a security guard and 
cameras on site outside of normal working hours. 
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Works update
The initial works progressed well and the civil engineering 
works (earthworks, grouting of redundant mine workings, 
vibrocompaction ground improvement and retaining 
wall adjacent trees on Roxbury Ave) are substantially 
complete.

Below-ground surface and foul water drainage and 
construction of concrete raft ground slab are progressing 

well, despite the prolonged, frequent and heavy rainfall in 
early/mid-June. We are still planning for school opening 
in September 2020.

Steel structure will commence towards the end of July, 
with concrete floor slabs following. The envelope of the 
building is planned to start in Octoer - further update will 
be provided then.



Social value
Galliford Try aim to have a positive impact in the 
communities in which we operate. We have engaged 
with local stakeholders and community partners to 
identify a number of initiatives which will provide social, 
environmental and economic benefits. 

We have delivered four 
education activities to 
date, including two STEM 
(science, technology, 
engineering and maths) 
sessions at Oasis Academy 
Clarksfield, on 17 and 19 
June. Children from years two, three and four engaged in 
an afternoon of ecological, site engineering, circuitry and 
commercial based activities. The school commented: 
“The children have been inspired by the Galliford Try 
staff...Many of them have expressed how much they 
enjoyed the activities.” The team thoroughly enjoyed 
working with the school, helping to raise awareness of 
the varied and wide-ranging careers linked to STEM. 

In addition to this, we are working closely with Oasis 
Academy Leesbrook and community partners to scope 
out the potential for a community heritage trail. If you are 
a local resident and would like to learn more about this, 
please contact our Social value Manager, Joy Woods: 
Joy.Woods@Gallifordtry.co.uk

Groundbreaking ceremony
Students and teachers from Oasis Academy Leesbrook, 
architects and construction leaders joined together on  
16 May to officially mark the beginning of construction of 
the new secondary school.

The Academy’s first cohort of students aged 11 to 13 
helped workers with ‘spades in the ground’ to commence 
the construction of their new school. 

Oasis Academy Leesbrook Principal, Sarah Livesey 
said: “Oasis Academy Leesbrook is a school that is 
passionate about providing the very best for our families, 
our community, and our wonderful students who are our 
pioneers and the future of this community.”

“This building will be one small part of us delivering 
on our promise to do our best for this community by 
providing an inspiring, engaging and caring educational 
environment in which our students can flourish.”

Traffic and parking
In our first newsletter, we outlined the Council 
requirements as part of their grant of the planning 
permission. In parallel with the planning determination 
and prior to Galliford Try formal appointment on  

2 April 2019, outline proposals had been developed 
which were presented at the Roxbury and Roundthorn 
Residents’ Association meeting on 4 April. Galliford Try 
have recently been instructed by DfE to develop these 
outline proposals, and the developed scheme will then 
be submitted to Oldham Council for their approval.Logistics
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