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Dear Parents/Carers,

We have had another great term at Clarksfield. It has been a busy one, 
some of the highlights have included our Opening Event with our 
Founder Steve Chalke attending and a balloon release. We had a fantastic 
‘Superheroes Day’ launching our work with the children on ‘Building 
Learning Power.’ The children have enjoyed learning about the different 
superheroes and how they will help them become independent learners. 
Thank you to all the parents who attended the assembly.

Year 6 children have just undertaken some mock SATS tests and the results 
are fantastic. All the children are working very hard. Year 4 have been taking 
part in the ‘Link in project’ with other local schools. Year 3 and 5 have been 
taking part in the SSIF Maths project, thank you to the parents who attended 
the workshop. We have also welcomed our afternoon Nursery children who 
have settled in very well.

Our new website is live and can be found at www.oasisclarksfield.org please 
have a look as all our policies and information are on there.

We also have a school Twitter account should you wish to follow us the account 
is @OAClarksfield If you wish to purchase our new uniform and PE kit this can 
be purchased from Debonair, Market Hall, 15 Albion Street, Oldham OL1 3BG.

A reminder school starts at 8.50 and children to be in the playground for this 
time as they will miss out on their learning time if they are late.

Thank you all for your continued support, I hope you have a wonderful 
half term and we look forward to seeing you back on Monday 25th 
February at 8.50am.

A Sweeting
Executive Principal

Contact us anytime at...

@OAClarksfield

www.oasisclarksfield.org0161 213 1235

admin@oasisclarksfield.org

Welcome!
Attendance results

September – February 8th 2019

Group % Attend
1EP 95.16%
1HF 93.24%
2CK 96.67%
2MM 95.63%
3EC 95.83%
3PS 93.78%
4AU 96.02%
4RS 97.24%
5NA 96.71%
5NP 95.83%
6MS 96.51%
6SK 96.02%
N1N2 AM 92.46%
N1N2 PM 94.26%
RAS 95.11%
RLS 94.16%
Totals 95.48%

@OAClarksfield



Nursery
This half term we have been learning all 
about animals from different stories. 

We have looked at the book ‘Handa’s Surprise’ 
and tasted a variety of different fruits. We 
listened carefully to the different sounds 
animals make from the story ‘Dear Zoo’. We 
have named farm animals and discussed what 
they give us e.g. milk from a cow, eggs from 
hens etc. 

We have been super scientist by exploring and 
investigating ice and what happens when we 
mix vinegar and baking soda together. 

Also, the new afternoon children have 
settled in really well and are beginning to 
explore our nursery!

Reception
The children in Reception have really this half 
term’s topic about People Who Help Us, starting 
with the question; ‘Who can I ask for help?’

Each week, they have learnt about a different person 
who helps in our community, which has included 
Builders, Postmen and women, people at School, 
Doctors, Nurses, Paramedics and Firefighters. Last 
week the children were delighted to welcome some 
visitors into school. 

The dental nurse came in to talk about how we can 
keep our teeth healthy. The children talked about 
the various foods that are good or bad for teeth, 
how many times per day they should be brushing 
them and learnt about the job a dentist does and the 
equipment he uses to stop germs spreading. We then 
had a visit by two Paramedics. The children enjoyed 
exploring the ambulance, what equipment it has inside 
and learnt more about the role of a Paramedic and 
how they help people. (They were also very excited to 
see and hear the lights and sirens!)

Throughout this half term, Reception children have 
also been exploring the signs of Winter. With the 
recent weather we’ve been having, there has been 
plenty of opportunity to explore and learn more about 
frost, snow, ice and keeping safe and warm in winter 
months. 

Well done Reception children for engaging in our 
topic this half term – you now know a lot more 
information about the different types of jobs that 
people have and how they can help you!



We have been learning all about significant individuals! 
We have focused on researching and discovering all things 
Neil Armstrong. 

In English we have focused on instruction writing. We have enjoyed 
writing our own potions on how to create a monster. We then moved 
on to writing recounts; we looked at the story of Hansel and Gretel and 
have created our own recount of the story. We have continued to work 
hard on our presentation skills ensuring we are always using our best 
handwriting and have had a bigger focus on ensuring we are using our 
phonics knowledge to inform our spelling. 

During our Maths lesson we have continued using Maths Mastery. We 
have learnt lots this half term from telling the time to applying different 
methods to add and subtract. During our Maths lessons we have been 
given plenty of opportunities to collaborate with our peers which has 
helped us to explain and deepen our understanding on mathematical 
concepts. 

Materials was our topic in science this half term, we enjoyed exploring 
and experimenting with different materials. We especially enjoyed 

working scientifically to complete an investigation to see 
which material would be best to build a rocket out of. We 
discussed why the materials would be suited and which 
properties they have. We then we began to describe it 
using some of the scientific terms we had previously learnt. 

We are now looking forward to a rest over the half term to come 
back and again continue our exciting new learning. 

Miss Falconer and Miss Philburn would like to thank the children 
for all of their hard work over the last term.

Year 1

Year  2 Year 2 have had a brilliant half term.

In Topic, we have been learning all about castles 
and how they defend themselves against enemies. 
We have looked at how castles have developed 
over time to make them safer, we have used 
our imitating skills to complete some wonderful 
artwork based on an artist called Rhiannon 
Roberts using watercolour paints, and we have 
even designed and made a moving part of a castle!

In English we have been reading some traditional tales. 
We re-wrote the story of Cinderella – but with a twist! In 
our versions, Cinderella was a boy! We have also been 
making links to our topic work by writing some fantastic 
explanation texts all about how a castle defends itself 
against enemy intruders. We have been working really 
hard on our presentation and handwriting and we can 
all see a big improvement.

In maths, we have learnt how to tell the time, as well 
as learning all about money. We have completed some 
really tricky problem solving which has helped us to 
develop our persevering skills.

In Science we have been learning all about animals 
in their habitats. We looked at animals that live in the 
ocean, the Arctic and the desert and learnt about how 
the animals are dependent on these habitats. We also 
looked at how animals are adapted to live in these 
habitats.

Thank you to parents for your continued support 
with home reading, spellings and times tables 
– these make a huge difference to your child’s 
learning.



The Year 3 children have been working 
incredibly hard this half term and are 
making good progress with their learning.  
As well as the curriculum focuses, the 
classes have also been developing their 
personal, social and emotional awareness 
through work on the nine habits and 
building their learning power.  

In maths, the children have been continuing 
to learn about multiplication and division, 
especially focusing on halving and doubling 
numbers with increasing speed.  We have 
also been looking at length and measuring, 
and how to read and draw pictograms, tables 
and bar charts.

In English, we have been focusing our written 
work around play scripts.  Based on the 
stories ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ 
and ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’, they 
have been acting out and writing their own 
play scripts – a very challenging task that 

they have met with a hard-working attitude.  
Our reading tasks have been focusing 
around the short film ‘Girl and Robot’, which 
concluded with the children creating some 
pop-ups and own story endings.

In topic and science, the children have been 
learning about the mills of Oldham, about 
life in the Victorian period for children, and 
about light and shadows.  The children have 
been fascinated by how different life was 
for children during Queen Victoria’s reign, 
especially as many of them would have 
already been working!

We would like to thank all parents for their 
continued help and support, and continue 
to emphasise the benefit in you reading 
with your child as often as possible.

Many thanks,
Mrs Charles and Mrs Brereton 

In Year 4 we are continuing to improve our building learning power 
and recently enjoyed our BLP super hero day, where we applied our 
building learning powers to a variety of tasks (all dressed up as super 
heroes!).

In Maths, we have done lots of learning with fractions. We have shown 
great perseverance when new and developed learning was challenging. 
To help us with our understanding of fractions we have used fraction walls, 
shapes, Numicon, bar models and cubes. We are getting really confident 
with visualising a fraction and what it is worth.  

In English, we started the Spring term looking at two texts, 
both about wolves. They were both non-fiction but set out in very 

different ways. From these texts we learnt a lot about language 
and structure and helped us to write our very own non 

chronological report on wolves. We have now moved 
on to our new text which is called Outlaw. This book 
is a story about Robin Hood. The children have 
been working hard to unpick the language in the 
book and imitate it in their own writing. We loved 
reading Esio Trot for our author read and we 
found certain parts of it laugh out loud funny!

Our new topic is the rainforest. The children have asked some 
really interesting research questions which we are trying to make 

our way through week by week. We love learning about all 
the animals and improving our map skills. We have made a 
sculpture using clay of South America!

We would like to thank all the parents for your continued 
support.

Thank you
Mrs Rania , Miss Sayce and Mr Unwin

YEAR 4 



In English we have been studying the book 
‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ by Emma 
Carroll, which is all about evacuees in WW2 
and spies! We have been looking at the 
subjunctive form that makes writing formal 
and then wrote persuasive letters on behalf 
of the Government in WW2, persuading 
mothers to evacuate their children. We then 
moved on to writing a biography on Winston 
Churchill and applied all of our SPaG 
knowledge to our work. 

In Mathematics, we have been studying 
statistics including reading, constructing and 
interpreting ling graphs and pie charts.  We 
have revised place value with a focus on 
decimals.  We have also looked at ratio and 
measures.  

The children are continuing to practise 
arithmetic daily, and embedded learning 
their times tables through times tables rock 
stars  Please keep encouraging them to 

practise their times tables at home on 
rock stars!

In Topic, history has been our focus and we 
have been learning about WW2. We have 
focused on the propaganda used by the 
Government in the 1940’s as well as the role of 
woman and members of the Commonwealth 
that fought in WW2. In PE we have looked at 
Nancy Wake, a spy from WW2 and we have 
been imitating her missions through invasion 
and tactical games. 

In Science, the children have been learning that 
altering the brightness of bulbs and the volume 
of a buzzer can be achieved in different ways, 
including changing the number of components, 
battery voltage, or the properties of the wires in 
the circuits. 

Working scientifically, children have had the 
opportunity to choose to investigate altering the 
brightness of bulbs and the volume of a buzzer 
in different ways, possibly including changing 
the number and/or type of components, battery 
voltage, or the properties of the wires in the 
circuits. They have predicted outcomes relating 
to the arrangement in electrical circuits and 
recorded their results.

YEAR 5
We can’t believe we are at the half 
way point of the year, the time is 
flying by.

In English, children have been 
reading the story of, ‘The Time 
Travelling Cat and the Egyptian 
Goddess’ which links to our Ancient 
Egypt Topic. Children have completed 
a piece of persuausive writing based 
on going on holiday to Egypt.

In Maths, children have been doing 
a lot of work on Fractions. This 
has included equivalent fractions, 
converting between mixed numbers 
and improper fractions and adding 
and subtracting fractions.

Our topic work has been History 
based with a focus on the Ancient 

Egyptians. Children have loved 
learning about the famous Pharoahs, 
Tombs and Mummies! 

Our science learning this half 
term has been based 
on materials and their 
properties. Children have 
completed practical 
work on the electrical 
conductivity of different 
metals and investigating 
which materials 
dissolve in water.

Thank you for 
your continued 
support.

Mr Prendergast 
and Mr Ajmal.

Year 6



Community 
Matters

Superheroes DayPupils, staff and parents at our Academy have been feeling SUPER this 
half-term as we make a change, launching ‘Building Learning Power’ with 
four new superhero characters.  Parents were invited into school on Monday 
4th February 2019 to ‘discover the change’ as we launched the new set of 
superheroes linked to ‘Building Learning Power’ as we believe that all pupils 
are capable of becoming amazing learners, which they will be developing 
through their brand new characters.
The superheroes include: Super Strategic, Sergeant Social, Emotional 
Enforcer, and Captain Cognitive!

English Classes @

OA Clarksfield
Our free English course (delivered by Oldham Lifelong 

Learning) is supporting our parents, and members of 

the community to learn basic English skills. Parents 

who have attended have commented that it gives them 

confidence in everyday situations and helps them to 

improve their listening skills.

Parents have used a computer or smartphone to 

hear people talking in English in a number of different 

situations and test their understanding with quizzes.

Parents have also had the chance to chat with other 

learners in English and to write short responses to 

some simple discussion questions.

Community Hub at OA Clarksfield Oasis Academy Clarksfield is part of the Oasis Hub: Oldham. 
As well as the Academy, the Hub runs a number of services 
for the community. By ensuring that all these services are 
joined up and rooted in same ethos we want to see the 
entire community transformed for the better.
At Oasis Academy Clarksfield, we are proud to serve our 
community and aim to offer all the opportunities in life to help 
our members reach their potential. 
We currently have the following programmes:• Adult Learning

Future projects:• Holiday enrichment programmes• Basic First Aid for parents• Developing volunteers• Parent Gym (parent courses)

SSIF Maths
 project

Parents of all children in Year 3 and 5 were invited into school to learn about 

their children’s maths curriculum, specifically linked to a Strategic School 

Improvement Fund (SSIF) Project that our school have been part of since 

Easter 2018.  This project has given opportunity to develop staff’s subject 

knowledge and improve pedagogical understanding.  It has also brought 

us a range of new resources and manipulatives to improve the teaching of 

Maths lessons.  The final element of the project is to develop relationships 

with parents and support them to help in their child’s maths education.

The events held in school were well attended and enjoyed by all, parents 

had opportunity to play strategy games with their own child and could 

then take these games home to play again with a number of suggested 

adaptations.

Further parent workshops are planned for the coming half term


