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Dear Parents/Carers,

We have had a fantastic term 
at Clarksfield. We enjoyed our 
Readiness for Opening Event 
ready for our new school on the 
1st January. We are very excited 
to be Oasis Academy Clarksfield 
when we return to school on 
Monday 7th January 2019.

We have had a visit from the Major 
of Oldham and raised money for 
his charity and also for Children in 
Need, thank you for your support 
with this.

We have had a photoshoot for our 
new website www.oasisclarksfield.
org, all the school’s policies are 
available on there and any news 
and events will be put on. 
We also have a school Twitter 
account should you wish to follow 
us the account is @ClarksfieldPri1.

On the first day back in January 
we will be giving your child(ren) 
their new jumper and book bag 
which they can then keep.

If you wish to purchase our new 
uniform and PE kit this can be 
purchased from Debonair, Market 
Hall, 15 Albion Street, Oldham OL1 
3BG.

I hope you all have a fantastic 
Christmas and New Year.
Thank you all for your continued 
support.

A Sweeting - Executive Principal

Contact us anytime at...

@ClarksfieldPri1

www.clarksfield.oldham.sch.uk0161 770 5400

info@clarksfield.oldham.sch.uk

Welcome! Happy Christmas

@ClarksfieldPri1

Attendance results

Group % Attend
Nursery 94.2

RLAS 94.8

RAS 96

1EP 95.2

1HF 94.5

2CK 96

2MM 96.9

3PS 94.1

3EC 95.2

4RS 96.8

4AU 95.9

5NA 97

5NP 95.7

6SK 96.2

6MS 95.7
Totals 95.8



Nursery
This half term children in nursery have been 
exploring the topic ‘night & day’. 

Children created shadow puppets and 
explored how shadows work. Children have 
made a fantastic start on name recognition, 
mark making, nursery rhymes and phase 
1 phonics. In maths, children have been 
looking at numbers and shapes in the 
environment. Children really enjoy our 
‘number of the week’ activities. We 
have also been observing the 
autumn environment through 
magnifying glasses. We have 
been developing our 
basic fine motor skills 
and the use of scissors 
and cutting!

Reception
Reception children have had a very busy half term. Our topic 
has all been centered around Autumn and the question: “Why 
are there so many leaves on the ground?” 

The topic began with an inspiring visit from the ‘Owl Man’. The 
children loved meeting the different owls that he brought in 
to show us and learning lots of new facts about them. They 
enjoyed learning about what the owls look like, where they 
live, what they eat – and even got to wear a protective glove 
and experience the owl landing on their arm! The owl visit was 
then followed by learning about various Autumn animals and 
hibernation.
 
The children have really enjoyed learning about 
Autumn and what happens around us at this time 
of year. They have learnt about the colours, shapes, 
sizes and textures of leaves through going on 
Autumn walks with their families, collecting autumn 
objects and looking at these objects closely in 
the classroom. They have enjoyed leaf matching 
activities, looking at Autumn pictures and reading 
Autumn stories. 

Over the last couple of weeks, we have learnt about 
the Christmas Story. The children have listened to 
the story and sequenced pictures. They have all been 
practising the songs for our Christmas Nativity Show with 

much energy and enthusiasm – and cannot wait to perform it to 
the children at school and their parents!  

Reception staff would all like to say a huge well done to all of the 
children for all of their efforts this half term. They have seen lots 
of brilliant learning from the children and have settled well into 
school life and learning!

We wish you all a well-deserved rest over the Christmas 
holidays and look forward to seeing you in the New Year! 



We have been learning all about the Polar Regions! We have 
investigated, researched and described many aspects of the 
Polar Regions including its animals and weather. 

In English we have focused on hot and cold countries. We have 
explored in depth the stories of ‘Lost and found’ and ‘Meerkat 
Mail’. We have enjoyed writing fact files on our favourite polar 
animal. We then moved on to writing postcards from the desert 
telling our families all about our adventure. We have continued to 
work hard on our presentation skills ensuring we are always using 
our best handwriting and including capital letters and full stops. 

During our Maths lesson we have continued using Maths 
Mastery. We have learnt lots this half term from representing 
numbers to 20 and learning to add and subtract using a range of 
methods. During our Maths lessons we have been given plenty 
of opportunities to collaborate with our peers which has helped 
us to explain and deepen our understanding on mathematical 
concepts. 

Seasonal change was our topic in science this half term, we 

enjoyed learning about all of the four seasons and how they 
differ. We especially enjoyed working scientifically to complete an 
investigation to see how much it rained in a week by creating our 
own rain gauges. We discussed which was our favourite season 
and why. We then we began to describe it using some of the 
scientific terms we had previously learnt. 

We are now looking forward 
to a rest over the Christmas 
to come back and again 
continue our exciting new 
learning. 

Miss Falconer and Miss 
Philburn would like to 
thank the children for all 
of their hard work over 
the last term.

Year 1

Year  2 What an amazing start to Year 2!  The children have settled well into 
their new routines and are working hard to achieve their learning 
goals. We are very impressed!

In topic, the children have been learning about Amazing Africa. We 
found Africa on the map and looked at the countries that make up 
Africa. We have also been learning about Nelson Mandela and apartheid. 
We wrote biographies about Nelson Mandela and created timelines of 
his life. 

In English, we have been describing the characters from the Lion King. 
We described Simba, Scar, Timon and Pumba using expanded noun 
phrases, lists and exclamation sentences. We’ve also applied this learning 
to describe the African Savannah. We’re very proud of our writing this 
term.

In Maths, we have been practising multiplication, division and fractions. 
The children have shown great collaborating skills this half term and 
have been explaining their ideas to each other. We’ve also been building 
our confidence in maths by working interdependently.

In Science, we have been learning about how materials are used around 
us. We have been testing materials to see how they bend, twist and 
stretch. The children have also been considering what would happen if 
we swapped materials.

I would like to thank all parents for their support and hope that you 
continue to engage and support your children with their home reading 
and homework throughout the year.

Once again, all the staff in Year 2 would like to thank parents for 
their continued support in helping children with their homework and 
reading with the children. The children are really enjoying Accelerated 
Reader and taking part in the quizzes. 

Thank you & Merry Christmas
Miss Kay, Miss Money and Miss Morrish



YEAR 3
The end of our first term is here 
and we have had a fantastic time. 
The children have settled well into 
their new routines and are trying 
hard with their learning. We are very 
impressed!

In Maths, the children have been 
looking at column addition and 
subtraction and have been using a 
range of manipulatives, including 
Base 10 and counters, to support 
them in their learning. The children 
have also looked at multiplication 
and division and we will be doing 
more work on this next half term.

In English, the children have read The 
Firework Maker’s Daughter by Philip 
Pullman and have written their own 
adventure stories, innovating the 
original story by changing aspects, 
for example the characters, setting 
and plot. The children will also be 

writing instructions for how to make 
a model volcano and will be looking 
at poetry related to our topic this half 
term. 

In Topic, the children have been 
looking at the question: ‘What make 
the Earth angry?’ We have been 
looking at earthquakes, volcanoes 
and tsunamis and the children 
have had a fantastic time making 
their very own model volcanoes. 
A big thank you to all parents who 
supported us by bringing in plastic 
bottles and newspaper.

We would like to thank all parents 
for their support and hope that you 
continue to engage and support your 
children with their home reading and 
homework throughout the year.

Thank you
Mr Smith and Mr Woodall

We have had a very busy half term 
and the children have been very 
engaged with using ‘Times tables 
rockstars’ and ‘Accelerated reader’ to 
boost their Maths and English skills.  

Year 4 have maintained their 
fantastic attitude towards 
their learning and have 
demonstrated a good ability of 
our ‘Building learning powers,’ 
throughout their learning both 
inside and outside of school. 
Keep it up!

In Maths, we have been revising 
our multiplication facts and learning 

how to multiply 3 digit numbers by 1 digit. 
We have been learning how to use the formal 
written method to divide numbers and show 
our working out. The children have also been 
interpreting data from bar charts, pictograms 
and line graphs. They developed a good 
understanding before moving onto presenting 
data and drawing charts. The children have also 

been working on their reasoning 
skills through problem solving.

In English, the children have really 
enjoyed reading the story ‘The Lion, 
the witch and the wardrobe’ and empathising 
with Lucy as she stepped through the wardrobe 
to discover the magical world of Narnia. The 
children have written fantastic diaries from 
Lucy’s perspective and really got themselves 
into her character.  We have also been achieving 
our reading targets through our class read text 
‘The Butterfly Lion.’ 

In topic, the children have been learning all 
about Manchester. They have researched lots 
of information about the famous monuments 
and landmarks around Manchester and have 
learnt about the history of the working bee. 
The children enjoyed designing their own bee 

sculptures and working in the style of a 
very famous artist called Lowry. 

We would like to thank all the 
parents for their support and hope 

that you continue this by supporting 
your children with their home learning 

and reading throughout the year.

Thank you
Mrs Rania , Miss Sayce 
and Mr Unwin

Year 4 

Volcanoes

Earth Quakes

Tsunamis

Manchester 

Sculptures

Maths and English

Writing 

and 

reading

L.S. Lowry



In English this half term, the children 
in Y6 have watched a short clip 
called Alma and written a suspense 
mystery story. They have also written 
a discursive text about the use of Palm 
Oil.  Please continue to support your 
child at home by listening to them read 
every day, as well as encouraging them 
to practice their weekly spellings.  

In mathematics, the children have 
covered the following topics: fractions, 
decimals and percentages, angles and 
triangles and position and direction.  
The children have really began to shine 
in maths and are working hard in every 
lesson. Please keep encouraging them 
to practice their times tables at home 
on rock stars!

Our topic this half term was Natural 
Disasters. The children learned 
about volcanoes, extreme weathers, 

earthquakes, Tsunamis and the affect 
natural disasters have upon people’s 
lives.  

In Science, the children have been 
learning about how light travels and 
that we see things because light 
travels from light sources to our eyes, 
or from light sources to objects and 
then to our eyes. They have also been 
investigating how shiny or reflective 
surfaces alter the direction in which 
light travels. Children were given 
ample opportunities to solve problems 
related to everyday life about how light 
travels and how we see.  

Finally, they investigated and 
explained the shapes of shadows, 
and related this to light travelling in 
straight lines.

Mr Khan, Mrs Smith, Mr Swift.

The end of our first term is here and we 
have had a fantastic start to the year.  

In Maths, children have been learning 
about multiplication and division, this has 
included square and cubed numbers as 
well as finding factors and multiples.  The 
children have now began to apply this 
knowledge to find the area of rectangles. 
In English, our work has been based 
around our novel of Holes.  Children have 
really enjoyed this story and completed 
a diary entry in the role of the lead 
character, Stanley Yelnats.  We have 
also looked at biographies and have 
written biographies of famous American 
Outlaws, linked to our topic ‘The Wild 
Wild West’. 

In topic, the children have also learnt 
about law and order in the late 1800’s 
in America as well as famous Cowboys 
and Native Americans, also known as 

Red Indians.  

Children have 
been learning 
about Forces in 
science.  They 
have carried out 
practical work to 
investigate gravity 
and the effect air 
resistance can have on a falling 
object.

We would like to thank all parents 
for their support and hope that you 
continue to engage and support your 
children throughout the year.  We both 
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.  

Thank you 
Mr Prendergast 
& Mr Ajmal

YEAR 5



Community 
Matters

United Nations Day 
The children found out interesting facts about their country. 
They learnt how each country promotes individual rights 
and how they all work in unison to promote peace, as well as 
tackling poverty around the world.

Natural Disasters
The children in 4RS sold raffle tickets to raise money for the people affected by the string of natural disasters in Indonesia. They raised £78.11 and the winning ticket received a lovely hamper.

Anti-Bullying Week 2018

The theme for Anti-Bullying Week 2018 was: ‘Choose Respect over 

Bullying’ and ran from 12th - 16th November. Each year group was 

been given a poem to do some work on during the week, taken from 

the book: ‘Best of Enemies Best of Friends’ by Brian Moses.

Readiness for Opening Event
We have had a fantastic Readiness for Opening 

event today. Thank you to all who attended. 

Thank you to the children from Oasis Academy 

Limeside who really inspired our children with 

their presentation.

Mr T comes to Clarksfield
 
Thank you to the Mayor of Oldham for visiting 

Clarksfield Primary School. As a school 

community, we raised £185.00 for the Mayor’s 

appeal. Yet again, another great example of 
the children, 
parents 
and whole 
school 
community 
working 
together 
to raise 
money 
for local 
causes.

Children in Need

We are pleased to announce that from donations 

for coming into school dressed in pyjamas or spots 

fancy dress, we have raised... DRUM ROLL PLEASE... 

over £500.00 for CHILDREN IN NEED! What a 

fantastic achievement from everyone in school!

Oasis Remembrance Service For Peace At Manchester Cathedral
The children took part in the INSPIRE Event - an Oasis remembrance service for Peace at Manchester Cathedral. They signed a Pledge for Peace by writing about how they would promote peace in their own lives. They each placed a poppy in a field to create a display.

World Kindness Day
A very lovely and thoughtful gift from some Year 7 pupils from Westwood High Islamic Girls School. They made a hamper as part of their project for World Kindness Day to say thank you to the dedicated and passionate staff at Clarksfield.

English Classes at Clarksfield

The school is working in partnership with Oldham 

Lifelong Learning to provide FREE English classes 

to parents and carers.  Please contact Mr Khan or 

Miss Beswick, at the school, if you would like to join 

one of our classes.

We recommend all our new parents join the English 

class to help their children settle into school 

quicker and to make new friends!

The class is led by experienced and dedicated staff.


