
Whole School Music Overview 

Intent 
The OCL Curriculum Statement of Intent has been carefully considered for each curriculum area to ensure the content designed meets this 

at every opportunity.  

 

The context that our children and young people live in: 

• Our children live in a world where they require the skills and qualifications, flexibility, emotional intelligence and expertise to be leaders 

and to thrive as human beings. 

• Our children live in world where accepting themselves as individuals and celebrating who they are is key in navigating a complex and 

ever-changing environment. 

• Our children live in a world where they need to feel a sense of ability to change things for the better and have self efficacy. 

• Our children live in a world where they need a network of relationships and a network of support to thrive and excel.  

• Our children live in a world where early development of vocabulary skills is the single most important factor to get right as early as 

possible. 

We want our children and young people to: 

• Be inspired to improve the world around them. 

• Have the ambition, skills and expertise to thrive in a fast changing, interconnected and communication rich world, with the confidence 

and technical expertise to thrive. 

• Have a network that supports them. 

• Be comfortable in who they are and able to continuously explore who they are becoming. 

• Be rich in language with a passion for learning. 

• Seek to include others, be other-centred and celebrate difference. 

• Have a values approach to life and a sense of what is right and wrong through the lived experience of the 9 habits. 

At Oasis Academy Clarksfield, we intend to provide a high-quality music education which inspires pupils to be creative and confident. Children use Music 

and movement from Early Years to Year 6 to develop their character and explore and challenge themselves, developing enthusiasm for music, resilience 

and confidence. Children deepen their understanding for the need of reflection and resilience, alongside collaboration, communication and their own 

self determination to succeed. We want children to experience the joy in making music. Children to develop a love of music to help add texture, enrich 

and value to their lives. Likewise, we want to give them the tools to explore it more deeply and develop a range of skills that empower them to access 

Music and the opportunities afforded by it. We want to enable our children to have choice to explore Music with a freedom that is not confined to their 

own previous experience. Music is for everyone. We want all children not only to know, but to experience the tangible sense of belonging that music can 

bring. We want Music to highlight the variety and depth of beauty that emanates from our community and highlight the multifaceted contribution it can 

play in bringing everyone together, and yet celebrate our differences and heritage on a global scale too. 

 

Therefore, we focus on developing character, competence and community. The Music curriculum specifically meets the OCL statement of 

intent by focussing on character, competence and community in the following areas: 
 

 



Character: Children to use Music and its benefits to develop their character and explore and challenge ideas, both of themselves and of 

others. To critically think about how they approach their learning through understanding the need of reflection and resilience, alongside 

collaboration, communication and their own self determination to succeed. We want to give children the ability to confidently know 

themselves, whilst compassionately loving others. We want children to experience the joy in music. 

Competence: First and foremost, we want children to develop a love of music to help add texture, enrich and value to their lives. Likewise, 

we want to give them the tools to explore it more deeply and develop a range of skills that empower them to access Music and the 

opportunities afforded by it. We want to enable our children to have choice to explore Music with a freedom that is not confined to their 

own previous experience. 

Community: Music is for everyone. We want all children not only to know, but to experience the tangible sense of belonging that music 

can bring. We want Music to highlight the variety and depth of beauty that emanates from our community and highlight the 

multifaceted contribution it can play in bringing everyone together, and yet celebrate our differences and heritage on a global scale 

too. 
 

Implementation  
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception Me! 

 

Listening and 

responding to different 

styles of music 

• Embedding foundations 

of the interrelated 

dimensions of music 

• Learning to sing or sing 

along with nursery 

rhymes and action 

songs 

• Improvising leading to 

playing classroom 

instruments 

• Share and perform the 

learning that has taken 

place 

 

 

• My Stories 

•  

• Listening and 

responding to different 

styles of music 

• Embedding 

foundations of the 

interrelated dimensions 

of music 

• Learning to sing or sing 

along with nursery 

rhymes and action 

songs 

• Improvising leading to 

playing classroom 

instruments 

• Share and perform the 

learning that has taken 

place 

 

• Everyone! 

 

• Listening and 

responding to different 

styles of music 

 

• Embedding 

foundations of the 

interrelated dimensions 

of music 

• Learning to sing or sing 

along with nursery 

rhymes and action 

songs 

• Improvising leading to 

playing classroom 

instruments 

• Singing and learning to 

play instruments within 

a song 

• Share and perform the 

learning that has taken 

place 

• Our World 

 

• Listening and 

responding to different 

styles of music 

• Embedding foundations 

of the interrelated 

dimensions of music 

• Learning to sing or sing 

along with nursery 

rhymes and action 

songs 

• Improvising leading to 

playing classroom 

instruments 

• Singing and learning to 

play instruments within a 

song 

• Share and perform the 

learning that has taken 

place 

 

• Big Bear Funk 

 

• Listening and appraising 

Funk music 

• Embedding foundations 

of the interrelated 

dimensions of music 

using voices and 

instruments 

• Learning to sing Big Bear 

Funk and revisiting other 

nursery rhymes and 

action songs 

• Playing instruments 

within the song 

• Improvisation using 

voices and instruments 

• Riff-based composition 

• Share and perform the 

learning that has taken 

place 

 

Reflect, Rewind and Replay 

 

Consolidation of learning 

Songs Learn to sing nursery 

rhymes and action 

songs: 

Pat-a-cake 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I 

Caught A Fish Alive 

This Old Man 

Five Little Ducks 

Learn to sing nursery 

rhymes and action 

songs: 

I’m A Little Teapot 

The Grand Old Duke 

Of York 

Ring O’ Roses 

Hickory Dickory Dock 

Learn to sing nursery 

rhymes and action 

songs: 

Wind The Bobbin Up 

Rock-a-bye Baby 

Five Little Monkeys 

Jumping On The Bed 

Twinkle Twinkle 

Learn to sing nursery 

rhymes and action 

songs: 

Old Macdonald 

Incy Wincy Spider 

Baa Baa Black Sheep 

Row, Row, Row Your 

Boat 

Revisiting Nursery 

Rhymes and Songs 

taught throughout the 

year 

Revisiting Nursery Rhymes 

and Songs taught 

throughout the year 



Name Song 

Things For Fingers 

 

Not Too Difficult 

The ABC Song 

Nativity Songs 

 

If You're Happy And 

You Know It 

Head, Shoulders, 

Knees and Toes 

 

The Wheels On The Bus 

The Hokey Cokey 

 

Year 1 Introducing Beat 

How Can We Make 

Friends When We Sing 

Together? 

Adding Rhythm & Pitch 

How Does Music Tell 

Stories about the Past? 

Introducing Tempo & 

Dynamics 

How Does Music Make 

the World a Better  

Combing Pulse, Rhythm 

and Pitch 

How Does Music Help Us 

to Understand Our 

Neighbours? 

What Songs Can We 

Sing To Help Us Through 

The Day? 

How Does Music Teach Us 

About Looking After Our 

Planet? 

Artist/Composers Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Wolfgang Amadeus 

Mozart  

Jane Taylor 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Harry Dacre 

John Newbery 

George Harold 

Sanders and Clarence 

Z. Kelley 

Leroy Anderson 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Sergei Prokofiev 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Gustav Holst 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Franz Joseph Haydn 

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman 

Henry Mancini 

Genres Classical, Hip Hop, Jazz, 

Pop, Gospel 

Reggae, 20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral, 

Pop, Gospel 

Pop, Waltz, Pop, 

Reggae, Funk, Lullaby, 

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral 

Jazz, Swing, Pop, Waltz, 

Lullaby, 20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral 

Pop, Jazz, Swing, Lullaby, 

Classical 

Pop, 20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral, Marching Band,  

Country, Reggae, Gospel, 

Jazz 

Year 2 Exploring Simple 

Patterns 

How Does Music Help 

Us to Make Friends? 

Focus on Dynamics & 

Tempo 

How Does Music Teach 

Us about the Past? 

Exploring Feelings 

Through Music 

How Does Music Make 

the World a Better 

Place? 

Inventing a Musical Story 

How Does Music Teach 

Us About Our 

Neighbourhood? 

How Does Music Make 

Us Happy? 

How Does Music Teach Us 

About Looking After Our 

Planet? 

Artist/Composers Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Maurice Ravel 

Rick Coates 

Gloria Gaynor 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

John Rutter 

George and Ira 

Gershwin 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Scott Joplin 

Karl Mann and Dave 

Appell 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Amy Beach 

Jerome Kern and 

Dorothy Fields 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

John Williams 

Henry Mancini 

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman 

Chris Madin 

Genres Gospel, 20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral, 

Jazz, Rock, Pop 

Jazz, 20th and 21st 

Century 

Orchestral/Choral, 

Pop, Jazz, Swing 

Pop, Jazz, Ragtime, 

Kwela, Rock ‘n’ Roll, 

Pop 

Pop, Romantic/20th 

Century Orchestral 

Marching Band 

Jazz 

Swing 

Gospel 

Rock, Film Music, Jazz, 

Pop, Calypso 

Pop, Rock, Calypso, Funk, 

Reggae 

Year 3 Developing Notation 

Skills 

How Does Music Bring 

US Closer Together? 

Enjoying Improvisation 

What Stories Does 

Music Tell Us about the 

Past? 

Composing Using Your 

Imagination 

How Does Music Make 

the World a Better 

Place? 

Sharing Musical 

Experiences 

How Does Music Help Us 

Get to Know Our 

Community? 

How Does Music Make A 

Difference To Us 

Everyday? 

How Does Music Connect 

Us With Our Planet? 

Artist/Composers Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

George Frideric Handel 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Earth, Wind and Fire 

John WIlliams 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Chris Taylor 

John Newton 

Rick Coates 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Modest Messorgsky 

Jen and Jermaine 

White Bull 

George Gershwin 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor 

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

Joanna Mangona and Pete 

Readman 

Igor Stravinsky 

 



Gerry Goffin and 

Carole King with Little 

Eva 

Benjamin Britten 

Rick Coates 

 

Genres Country, Baroque, Pop Disco, Funk, Jaz: New 

Orleans, Film Music, 

Folk: Sea Shanty 

Pop, Disco, Ballad, 

Soul, Musicals 

Pop, Romantic, Rock, 

Native American, 

Gospel 

Gospel, Musicals, Jazz, 

20th Century Orchestral, 

Hip Hop 

Gospel, Romantic, Pop, 20th 

Century Orchestra, Hip Hop 

Year 4 Interesting Time 

Signatures 

How Does Music Bring 

Us Together? 

Combining Elements 

to Make Music 

How Does Music 

Connect Us with Our 

Past? 

Developing Pulse & 

Groove Through 

Improvisation 

How Does Music 

Improve Our World? 

Creating Simple 

Melodies Together 

How Does Music Teach 

Us About Our 

Community? 

How Does Music Shape 

Our Way Of Life? 

How Does Music Connect 

Us With The Environment? 

Artist/Composers Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Chris Madin 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor 

Juan Tizol 

 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Leonard Bernstein 

Heitor Villa-Lobos 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Ludwig van Beethoven 

Johann Strauss II 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor 

Benjamin Britten 

Philip Doddridge 

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

 

Hildegard von Blingen 

Joanna Mangona and 

Brendan Reilly 

Joanna Mangona and Chris 

Taylor 

 

 

Genres 20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral 

Reggae 

Soul: Ballad 

R&B 

Pop, Folk, Jazz Disco, Musicals, Folk, 

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral 

R&B, Classical, Jazz, 

Romantic, Rock 

Electric Dance Music, 

20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral/Choral, 

Gospel, Romantic 

Gospel, Choral, Funk, 

Electric Dance Music 

Year 5 Getting Started with 

Music Tech 

How Does Music Bring 

Us Together? 

Emotions & Musical 

Styles 

How Does Music 

Connect Us with Our 

Past? 

Exploring Key & Time 

Signatures 

How Does Music 

Improve Our World? 

Introducing Chords 

How Does Music Teach 

Us About Our 

Community? 

How Does Music Shape 

Our Way Of Life? 

How Does Music Connect 

Us With The Environment? 

Artist/Composers Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Quinn Mason 

Charles H. Gabriel and 

Civilla D. Martin 

Mervyn Edwin Warren 

and Henry van Dyke 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor 

Philip Glass 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Madin 

John Chamberlain 

 

 

Mpumi Dhlamini 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

Deniece Williams, Hank 

Redd, Nathan Watts 

and Susaye Greene 

 

 

Thomas Allen 

Florence Prince 

Joanna Mangona and 

Pete Readman 

John Williams 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor 

Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Supaman 

 

Joanna Mangona and Chris 

Taylor 

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor 

Charles Ives 

John Kellette 

 

Genres 20th and 21st Century 

Orchestral, Gospel 

Pop, Minimalism, 20th 

and 21st Century 

Orchestral,  Rock ‘n’ 

Roll, Gospel 

South African, Jazz: 

contemporary, 20th 

and 21st Century 

Orchestral, Pop 

Reggae, 20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral,  

Pop, Film Music 

Pop, 20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral, Hip 

Hop, Funk 

Pop, Roamntic, 20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral, Musicals 

Year 6 Developing Melodic 

Phrases 

How Does Music Bring 

Us Together? 

Understanding 

Structure & Form 

How Does Music 

Connect Us with Our 

Past? 

Gaining Confidence 

Through Performance 

How Does Music 

Improve Our World? 

Exploring Notation 

Further 

How Does Music Teach 

Us About Our 

Community? 

Preparation for end of year performance 

Artist/Composers Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor 

Kudaushe Matimba and 

Harare Music 



Aaron Copland Supaman 

Igor Stravinsky 

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

Kudaushe Matimba 

and Harare Music 

Frédéric Chopin 

Joseph Brackett 

Frederic Weatherly 

Joanna Mangona and 

Chris Taylor 

Genres Soul, 20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral, Pop 

Soul, Hip Hop, Jazz, 

Swing, 20th and 21st 

Century Orchestral, 

Rock 

Disco, Romantic, Rock, 

Zimbabwean Pop, R&B 

Rock, Romantic, Folk, 

Pop 

 

Progression Points against the Core Concepts 
An Oasis Academy Clarksfield musician can… 

 

Year Group 
Strand 

Musicianship: 

Understanding 

music 

Listening: Appraisal Singing Playing 

Instruments/notation 

Improvisation Composition 

6 To know the key 

of D minor. 

To know the time 

signature of 6/8. 

To know semi-

quavers and their 

rests.  

To know what a 

bridge is and its 

purpose. 

To justify a personal 

opinion about a 

piece of music with 

reference to Musical 

Elements. 

To know the features 

of salsa, soul and hip-

hop music. 

To know what a 

double bass and 

cowbell look and 

sound like. 

To sing 

expressively with 

attention to 

dynamics and 

articulation.  

Sing without an 

accompaniment.  

To lead a singing 

rehearsal. 

To know what a 

semiquaver and their 

rests look like and 

what they mean. 

To read and respond 

to crotchets, dotted 

crotchets, quavers, 

semi-quavers and 

their rests. 

To know what a flat 

sign and a sharp sign 

look like. 

To improvise over 

a groove, 

responding to the 

beat, volume 

and pitch.  

To compose a piece 

of music that uses a 

range of dynamics 

and rhythmic variety.  

To create a simple 

melody using 

crotchets, dotted 

crotchets, quavers, 

semi-quavers and 

their rests. 

Year 6 

Performing 
Perform from memory or using notation in groups or solo to an unknown audience. 

Collect feedback from the audience and reflect. 

Create, rehearse and present a holistic performance for a specific event. 

5 To know the key 

of A minor. 

To know the time 

signature of 2/4. 

To know what a 

musical introduction 

is and its purpose.  

Sing expressively 

with attention to 

staccato and 

legato.  

To know what 

quavers and their 

rests looks like and 

what they mean. 

To improvise over 

a groove, 

responding to the 

beat and 

To consider structures 

withing compositions 

(E.g., intro, verse or 

chorus). 



To know quavers 

and their rests. 

To justify a personal 

opinion about a 

piece of music.  

To know the features 

of orchestral, jazz and 

gospel music. 

To know what a 

saxophone, oboe 

cello look and sound 

like. 

Sing in more 

complex parts.  

To teach a small 

group a song. 

 

To read and respond 

to crotchets, dotted 

crotchets, quavers 

and their rests. 

To know what a ‘time 

signature’ is. 

creating a 

satisfying melodic 

shape. 

To create a simple 

melody using 

crotchets, dotted 

crotchets, quavers 

and their rests.  

Year 5 

Performing 

To create, rehearse and perform for a specific purpose. 

Perform in groups and solo. 

Compare different performances – identifying the strengths and weaknesses.  

4 To know the key 

of G major.  

To know the time 

signature of 3/4. 

To know dotted 

crochets and 

their rests.  

To know what a verse 

is and its purpose. 

To suggest why a 

piece of music was 

written.  

To know the features 

of choral and 

electronic dance 

music. 

To know what a 

keyboard and a violin 

look and sound like.  

Sing expressively 

to attention to 

breathing and 

phrasing.  

Sing in parts. 

To lead a singing 

warm-up.  

To know what a 

dotted crotchet and 

their rests look like 

and what they mean. 

To read and respond 

to crotchets, dotted 

crotchets and their 

rests. 

To know what a 

‘treble clef’ is. 

To improvise over 

a simple groove. 

To compose over a 

simple groove.  

To create a simple 

melody using 

crotchets, dotted 

crotchets and their 

rests.  

Year 4 

Performing 

Perform melodies while following notation.  

Reflect on the performance and how well it went.  

 

 

3 To know the key 

of C major. 

To know the time 

signature of 4/4. 

To know crochets 

and their rests.  

To know what a 

chorus is and its 

purpose. 

To share thoughts 

and feelings about a 

piece of music.   

To know the features 

of musicals and 

baroque music. 

Sing with 

attention to clear 

diction.  

Sing a solo.  

To know what a 

good singing 

posture is. 

To know what 

crotchets and their 

rests look like and 

what they mean. 

To read and respond 

to crotchets and their 

rests.  

To know what a 

‘stave’ is.  

To improvise 

structured ‘on-

the-spot’ musical 

ideas that have a 

beginning, 

middle and end.  

To create a melody 

that has a beginning, 

middle and end.  

To create a simple 

melody using 

crotchets and their 

rests.  



To know what a 

harpsichord and flute 

look and sound like. 

 

 

Year 3 

Performing 

Reflect on feelings about performing – excitement/nerves/enjoyment. 

Perform a well-rehearsed piece with confidence. 

 

2 To know the 

meaning of the 

words ‘shorter’ 

and ‘longer’ in a 

musical context. 

To know the word 

‘tempo’. 

To know the word 

‘pitch’. 

To notice when the 

sound of the music 

changes (for 

example, 

chorus/verse). 

To talk about how 

music makes you 

feel.  

To know the features 

of marching band, 

rock and calypso 

music. 

To know what steel 

drums, bass guitar 

and trumpet look 

and sound like. 

 

 

Sing to 

communicate 

the meaning of 

the words.  

Sing a simple 

round. 

Follow the leader 

or conductor.   

To demonstrate a 

good singing 

posture.  

To draw/use symbols 

to represent long and 

short sounds. 

To experiment with 

short and long notes. 

To recognise music 

notation on a stave 

of five lines. 

 

To understand 

the word 

‘improvise’.  

To create a 

musical 

conversation with 

a partner using 

the voice or an 

instrument.  

To understand the 

word ‘compose’.  

To choose their own 

instruments to tell a 

musical story.  

To create their own 

rhythm patterns using 

stick notation. 

Year 2 

Performing 

To know the difference between rehearsing and performing.  

To rehearse and perform to a well-know audience.  

 

 

1 To know the 

meaning of the 

words ‘higher’ 

and ‘lower’ in a 

musical context. 

To know the 

words ‘faster’ 

To respond to a 

piece of music with 

appropriate 

comments and 

questions. 

To know the features 

of pop, lullaby and 

classical music.  

Sing songs from 

memory. 

Sing in unison.  

To know that it is 

better to stand to 

sing. 

To draw/use symbols 

to represent high and 

low sounds. 

To experiment with 

pitch. 

To experiment with 

speed.  

 

To improvise 

using the voice or 

an instrument. 

To create musical 

sound effects in 

response to a 

stimulus.  

To know that musical 

symbols have 

meaning and we can 



and ‘slower’ in a 

musical context. 

To know what a 

drum, guitar, piano 

and voice look and 

sound like. 

 

 

use these to make 

melodies. 

Year 1 

Performing 

Enjoy and have fun performing. 

Perform to a well-known audience. 

 

Reception To notice 

differences 

between styles of 

music.  

 

To move in time with 

music. (EAD) 

To listen attentively. 

(CL) 

To express their ideas 

and feelings using full 

sentences. (CL) 

To feel the pulse in a 

piece of music. 

 

Sing a range of 

well-known 

nursery rhymes 

and songs. (EAD) 

To know how to play instruments 

correctly. 

To sort instruments according to their 

type. 

To know the names of the instruments: 

triangle, wooden sounder, castanets and 

a beater. 

To know that instruments make different 

sounds. 

To create their own 

rhythmic patterns 

using pictures.  

Reception 

Performing 

Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others. (EAD) 

Be confident to try new activities. (PSED) 

 

Nursery To know how to 

look after 

instruments.  

 

Listen with increased 

attention to sounds. 

(EAD) 

Respond to what 

they have heard, 

expressing their 

thoughts and 

feelings. (EAD) 

Remember and 

sing entire songs. 

(EAD) 

Play instruments with increasing control to 

express their feelings and ideas. (EAD) 

To know the names of the instruments: 

drum, maracas, bells and tambourine.  

To recognise instruments. 

To create rhythmic 

patterns by following 

pictures indicated. 

To follow instructions.  

 


