
Whole School Geography Overview 

Intent 
The OCL Curriculum Statement of Intent has been carefully considered for each curriculum area to ensure the content 

designed meets this at every opportunity.  

The context that our children and young people live in: 

• Our children live in a world where they require the skills and qualifications, flexibility, emotional intelligence and 

expertise to be leaders and to thrive as human beings. 

• Our children live in world where accepting themselves as individuals and celebrating who they are is key in 

navigating a complex and ever-changing environment. 

• Our children live in a world where they need to feel a sense of ability to change things for the better and have 

self efficacy. 

• Our children live in a world where they need a network of relationships and a network of support to thrive and 

excel.  

• Our children live in a world where early development of vocabulary skills is the single most important factor to 

get right as early as possible. 

 

We want our children and young people to: 

• Be inspired to improve the world around them. 

• Have the ambition, skills and expertise to thrive in a fast changing, interconnected and communication rich 

world, with the confidence and technical expertise to thrive. 

• Have a network that supports them. 

• Be comfortable in who they are and able to continuously explore who they are becoming. 

• Be rich in language with a passion for learning. 

• Seek to include others, be other-centred and celebrate difference. 

• Have a values approach to life and a sense of what is right and wrong through the lived experience of the 9 

habits. 

 

We intend to provide a high-quality and language rich geography education which inspires pupils to be curious and 

fascinated about the world around them. The curriculum is designed so that progressively, each year, pupils build their 

knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, as well as an understanding 

of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. They will develop an understanding of the formation and use of 

landscapes and environments. Pupils will develop their knowledge of the location of significant places and processes 

that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world. Pupils will learn key geographical concepts 

such as enquiry, critical thinking, similarities and differences whilst focusing of the ‘6 big ideas of geography: place, 

space, scale, environment, environmental impact, cultural awareness and interconnections. Our geography curriculum 

enables children to collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork 

that deepen their understanding of geographical processes; interpret a range of sources of geographical information, 

including a variety of maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and 

communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills 

and writing at length. Our ambitious curriculum will ensure children have the ambition, skills and expertise to thrive in a 

fast changing, interconnected and communication rich world, with the confidence and technical expertise to thrive. 

 

Therefore, we focus on developing character, competence and community. The Geography curriculum specifically 

meets the OCL statement of intent by focussing on character, competence and community in the following areas: 

  

Character: 

Geography is an investigative subject, which develops an understanding of concepts, knowledge, and skills. 

Therefore, we want to inspire in children an interest and fascination about the world and people within it; furthermore, 

our teaching will prepare pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human 

environments. We seek to encourage in children a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people which will 

remain with them for the rest of their lives, equipping them well for further education and beyond. 

Competence:  

Through our curriculum, we aim that all our children have the opportunities to build the foundations, which will be 

strong and purposeful for our children to become successful geographers. The Geographical knowledge and skills are 

progressive and are sequenced to provide the framework and approaches that provide an explanation of how the 

Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time. Furthermore, this geography 

curriculum will enable children to develop knowledge and skills that are transferable to other curriculum areas and 

which can and are used to promote their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 

Community:  

We believe that Geography helps to incite and offer answers to questions about the natural and human aspects of 

the world. Through our curriculum, the children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding and knowledge 

of the world, as well as their place in it. Children will investigate a range of places – both in Britain and abroad 

including our Oasis Global countries – to help develop their knowledge and understanding of the Earth’s physical and 

human processes. The children will be provided with opportunities to investigate and make enquiries about their local 

area so that they can develop of real sense of who they are, their heritage and what makes their local area unique 

and special. 

 
 



Implementation  
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery Houses and 

homes – 

Where in the 

world do my 

family 

members 

live? 

Learning 

about the 

signs of 

autumn time 

and the 

comparisons 

to the summer 

time weather. 

Learning about 

the signs of 

winter time and 

the comparisons 

to the autumn 

time weather. 

Understanding 

how the food 

we eat is 

grown and 

where it is 

grown before 

being sold in 

the shops. 

Learning about 

the signs of 

spring time and 

the 

comparisons to 

the autumn 

and winter 

time weather.  

 

Learning about 

the names of 

farm and zoo 

animals and 

comparing the 

environments 

they live in. 

Which modes 

of transport 

take us to 

different 

holiday 

destinations?  

 

Learning 

about the 

signs of 

summer time 

and the 

comparisons 

to the autumn, 

winter and 

spring time 

weather. 

Reception 

 

 

Different 

maps. 

Local 

amenities.  

England, 

Scotland, 

Wales and 

Northern 

Ireland.  

 

Celebrations 

around the 

world.  

North Pole and 

the South Pole.  

 

Mountains.  

 

Rivers.  Street maps.  Seaside towns.  

Year 1 

 

Tracing 

features on 

a map 

Finding where 

they live on 

different 

maps. 

Fieldwork – 

traffic survey, 

amenities, 

Christmas 

trees. The role 

of a town 

planner 

North Pole, 

South Pole, 

Himalayas and 

mountain. 

Rivers in the 

UK, traced on 

maps from the 

source to the 

sea 

Local 

geography. 

Directions. 

Street and 

road maps. 

Fieldwork - 

Features of 

seaside towns 

Year 2 

 

Ecology 

Features of 

the 

countryside – 

hill, wood, 

forest 

Geological 

features. 

Crystals and 

gemstones. 

Difference 

between a city, 

town and 

village. Use road 

maps and 

directional 

language to 

guide someone 

between places 

Fieldwork – 

river. Ecology 

of the school 

and the river.  

What happens 

to rubbish 

Europe. The 

features and 

locality of 

Ireland, Italy, 

France, 

Germany, 

Spain 

 Features of 

islands 

Year 3 

 

Europe 

Minerals. The 

importance 

of coal and 

other minerals 

to the 

development 

of 

settlements. 

 

Fieldwork - 

Hills, valleys, 

woods and 

features of the 

land 

The geography 

of Egypt. The 

Nile. 

 

Parts of a river 

and its 

features 

including its 

flow. Letter 

number 

coordinates. 

 

Physical and 

human 

geography of 

Greece. Two 

figure 

coordinates. 

The seas 

around 

Europe. 

Mediterranean 

sea, region 

and diet. 

Contrast 2 

places. 

Year 4 

 

Asia and 

Australasia 

 

Australia’s 

location, 

cities, 

climate, daily 

life and 

population. 

Hong Kong: 

location, 

human and 

physical 

geography 

Weather. Types 

of cloud, wind, 

precipitation 

and weather 

event. 

4 figure 

coordinates. 8 

point 

compass. OS 

symbols 

Features and 

characteristics 

of the countries 

in Scandinavia 

The impact of 

earthquakes 

including 

volcanoes 

Year 5 

 

The 

Americas 

Prime 

meridian. 

Compare 

and contrast 

cities in the 

UK. 

Rainforests. 

Life in Brazil, 

the climate 

and physical 

features. 

Mexico. Gulf, 

peninsula, plain 

and features of 

physical 

geography. 

Peru. Machu 

Pichu. What 

the 

environment is 

like, climate 

and its capital. 

Contours. 

Canyons. The 

USA farming, 

flood and 

drought. 

Location and 

features of 

California 

Year 6 

 

Rivers. 

Topography 

and 6 figure 

Trade, farming 

and global 

trade.  

The slave trade. 

The East India 

company. How 

Taiga forests, 

Tundra, 

Permafrost in 

Mountains and 

hills. How land 

is used and 

Compare and 

contrast 

Catalonia with 



Economic 

Geography 

references. 

The impact of 

flooding on 

the economy 

Imports and 

exports. Types 

of farming. 

trade changed 

the empire. The 

commonwealth. 

Russia. The 

physical and 

human 

geography of 

Russia. 

how people 

who live there 

could make a 

living. 

Biomes.  

Lancashire or 

Yorkshire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Links to National Curriculum 
 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Lo
c

a
ti
o

n
s 

Talk about 

people and 

places that are 

special to 

them 

 

Talk about 

what they 

notice within 

their 

environment 

and use their 

senses to 

explore the 

world around 

them -talks 

about why 

things happen 

and how things 

work -Talk 

about changes 

in materials 

and the 

environment 

Describe their 

immediate 

environment 

using knowledge 

from 

observation, 

discussion, 

stories, non-

fiction texts, and 

maps; 

 

 

Explore the 

natural world 

around them, 

making 

observations and 

drawing pictures 

of animals and 

plants; 

2a arctic and 

Antarctic 

poles on 

maps and 

globes. Know 

the difference 

between both 

locations.  

2a trace the 

route 

between 

cities on 

road maps, 

towns and 

countries in 

the UK.  

2a Greece. 

Use maps to 

locate key 

Greek 

islands, cities 

such as 

Marathon, 

Athens, Troy.  

2a extreme 

weather e.g. 

cyclones, 

typhoons,  

2a political 

geography, 

comparing 

Aztecs with 

the countries 

that now 

cover the 

same land 

now. Locate 

the countries 

around 

Mexico, the 

flags, seas, 

rivers, 

mountains,  

2a The 

features 

and 

locations 

of deserts, 

tundra, 

rain forests, 

biomes, 

vegetation 

belts and 

how this 

links with 

the 

developm

ent of 

societies 

e.g. 

nomads, 

Innuit, 

indigenous 

tribes . 

Follow the 

routes of 

explorers 

on maps 

and 

globes. 

Know 

deserts 

can be hot 

or cold 

and the 

features of 

a desert.  



P
h

y
si

c
a

l 
F
e

a
tu

re
s 

 Know some 

similarities and 

differences 

between the 

natural world 

around them 

and contrasting 

environments, 

drawing on their 

experiences and 

what has been 

read in class; 

 

Understand 

some important 

processes and 

changes in the 

natural world 

around them, 

including the 

seasons and 

changing states 

of matter. 

 2a describe 

physical 

features on 

a route e.g. 

from school 

to the park 

2a physical 

features of 

Greece from 

photos, maps 

 2a 

understand 

where and 

why human 

settlements 

grow where 

they did in 

Mexico and 

why.  

 

H
u

m
a

n
 G

e
o

g
ra

p
h

y
 

    2a Identify 

where and 

why 

populations 

formed in 

Greece 

 2a compare 

different 

settlements 

in Mexico 

e.g. small 

villages and 

large cities, 

places by 

the coast 

and those in 

the deserts 

and rain 

forests.  

 

F
ie

ld
w

o
rk

    2a follow a 

route in the 

local area. 

 2a  test the 

weather in the 

same location 

over the half 

term, temp, 

wind, light,  

  

G
IS

 

      2a USE GIS 

and satellite 

information 

to plot the 

places in 

Mexico e.g. 

image of 

Mexico at 

night from 

space station 

 

M
a

p
s,

 G
lo

b
e

s,
 p

h
o

to
s,

 

d
ia

g
ra

m
s 

 Explain some 

similarities and 

differences 

between life in 

this country and 

life in other 

countries, 

drawing on 

knowledge from 

stories, non-

fiction texts and 

– when 

appropriate – 

maps. 

2a look at 

photographs 

of snowy 

places and 

consider the 

features, its 

impact on 

people and 

animals in the 

area. 

2a follow 

routes and 

journeys on 

maps 

2a use maps, 

globes, line 

of latitude, to 

locate 

features of 

Greece 

2a use 

weather maps 

to track 

weather 

patterns over 

different parts 

of the Earth 

2a Use maps 

and globes 

to name and 

locate the 

cities of 

Mexico and 

to trace the 

routes of 

rivers. 

2a use 

maps, 

photos, 

film clips to 

identify the 

characteris

tics of 

different 

biomes 

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
a

te
  

in
fo

rm
a

ti
o

n
 

in
c

lu
d

in
g

 w
ri
ti
n

g
 

a
t 

le
n

g
th

 

   2a write 

about a 

journey 

2a write a 

report about 

Greece its 

landscape, 

its 

geography.  

2a 

Communicate 

on film a 

weather 

report 

 2a write 

about the 

features of 

a location 

and place 

making 

contrasting 

statements 

with other 

locations 

 



Progression Points against the Core Concepts 
An Oasis Academy Clarksfield geographer can… 

Core 

Concepts 

Progression Point 1 (EYFS) Progression Point 2 

(KS1) 

Progression Point 3 

(LKS2) 

Progression Point 

4 (UKS2) 

P
la

c
e

 

Children in Reception 

Recognise some similarities and differences 

between life in this country and life in other 

countries  

Explore the natural world around them 

Recognise some environments that are different 

to the one in which they live 

 

ELG 

Understanding the World 

Describe their immediate environment using 

knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 

non-fiction texts and maps 

 

Explain some similarities and differences 

between life in this country and life in other 

countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, 

non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

Local scale study UK & 

Non - European country 

Fieldwork, mapwork, 

regions, key physical 

and human 

characteristics, 

countries, major cities.  

Counties, cities, 

geographical regions, 

characteristics, 

topographical 

features, land use & 

changes over time. 

S
p

a
c

e
 

Children in Reception 

Know the 4 counties of the United Kingdom and 

landmarks within them 

 

Begin to know the names of the 7 continents. 

North and South Poles, 

Equator, 4 Compass 

points N, S, E, W 

Locational language, 

name & locate: 7 

continents & 5 oceans. 

Name, locate, and 

identify: 4 countries and 

capitals of UK & 

surrounding seas. 

Locate world's countries, 

Europe, (including 

location of Russia), 

Americas, 

concentrating on 

regions, key physical 

and human 

characteristics, 

countries, major cities.  

Latitude, longitude, 

Equator, N. & S. 

hemispheres 

Locate world's 

counties, cities, 

geographical regions, 

characteristics, 

topographical 

features, land use & 

changes over time. 

S
c

a
le

 

Three and Four-Year-Olds 

Mathematics 

Understand position through words alone. For 

example “The bag is under the table.” – with no 

pointing. 

Describe a familiar route 

Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in 

front of’ and ‘behind’. 

 

Children in Reception 

Understanding the World 

Draw information from a simple map 

 

Begin to ask questions. 

Identify places using 

maps, atlases, globes, 

aerial images & plan 

perspectives, make 

maps, and devise basic 

symbols, fieldwork, and 

geographical 

vocabulary. 

Develop questioning. 

Locate, describe, 

explain using maps 

(including OS maps), 

atlases, globes, digital 

mapping, measure, 

record and 

communicate using a 

range of methods 

including maps, plans, 

graphs. 8 Compass 

points, 4 figure grid 

references. 

Fieldwork in local & 

wider localities & more 

distant locality – 

residential. 

Embed questioning. 

Locate, describe, 

explain using maps 

(including OS maps), 

atlases, globes, digital 

mapping, measure, 

record and 

communicate using a 

range of methods 

including maps, plans, 

graphs, writing at 

length. 6 figure grid 

references. 

Fieldwork in local & 

wider localities & more 

distant locality – 

residential. 

H
u

m
a

n
 a

n
d

 P
h

y
si

c
a

l 

g
e

o
g

ra
p

h
y

  

ELG 

Understanding the World 

Know some similarities and differences between 

the natural world around them and contrasting 

environments, drawing on their experiences and 

what has been read in class 

Understand some important processes and 

changes in the natural world around them. 

Identify seasonal & daily 

weather patterns (UK & 

local scales) Identify hot 

& cold areas of the 

world in relation to 

Equator & North & South 

Poles 

Describe and 

understand key aspects 

of: Climate zones, rivers, 

mountains, volcanoes, 

earthquakes, water 

cycle 

Types of settlement & 

land use 

Describe and 

understand key 

aspects of biomes, 

vegetation belts,  

Types of settlement & 

land use, economic 

activity, trade links, 

distribution of natural 

resources: energy, 

food, minerals, water 

cycle. 

E
n

v
ir
o

n
m

e
n

ta
l 

in
te

ra
c

ti
o

n
  

S
u

st
a

in
a

b
le

 

d
e

v
e

lo
p

m
e

n
t 

Three and Four-Year-Olds 

Understanding the World 

Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of 

natural materials 

Begin to understand the need to respect and 

care for the natural environment and all living 

things. 

Know that there are different countries in the 

world and talk about the differences they have 

experienced or seen in photos. 

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

environmental change 

and sustainable 

development 

identifying human and 

physical characteristics, 

key topographical 

features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts, and 

rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and 

understand how some 

of these aspects have 

changed over time 

Types of settlement & 

land use, economic 

activity, trade links, 

distribution of natural 

resources: energy, 

food, minerals, water 

cycle. 



Fi
e

ld
w

o
rk

 

Children in Reception 

Understanding the World 

 

Observe closely what is around me and make 

comments on what I see 

Use directional 

language to describe a 

route or give directions 

(e.g. next to, behind, 

near, far, left, right) 

Make a simple map. Use 

photos to locate a 

familiar place. Draw 

simple sketches. 

Observe and record 

information about the 

local area e.g. how 

many shops there are 

near the school? 

Children to take photos 

of interesting things in 

the local area and 

explain what the photos 

show. Look at a simple 

map of the local area 

and identify the things 

they know and have 

seen. 

 

Use the four compass 

points to say simple 

directions. Use 

locational and 

directional language to 

describe the location of 

features and routes on a 

map. Draw own maps, 

include a key on a map 

using my own symbols. 

Recognise a familiar 

place from aerial 

photos. Draw simple 

diagrams with labels. 

Compare two photos 

and make suggestions 

for the cause of 

differences in people 

from contrasting 

countries lifestyles. 

Collect data using 

observations and record 

it in a table. 

Use the 8 points of a 

compass. Include a key 

on a map using 

common OS symbols. 

Ask and respond to 

questions about places 

and the environment 

making comparisons. 

Offer explanations for 

the location of human 

and physical features in 

different localities. 

Follow a journey using 

computer mapping – 

Google Maps / 

Geocaching. Collect 

data using surveys and 

present it in a bar chart 

 

Use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and describe 

features studied. Use the 

eight points of a 

compass and follow 

directions to the nearest 

10 degrees. Use four grid 

references, symbols and 

key (including the use of 

Ordinance Survey 

maps) to build 

knowledge of the UK 

and the wider world. 

Understand how colours 

are used on a map to 

show different physical 

zones. Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure, 

record and present the 

human and physical 

features in the local 

area using a range of 

methods, including 

sketch maps, plans and 

graphs and digital 

mapping technologies. 

 

 

Use 6 figure grid 

references. Explain 

what data which has 

either been collected 

or researched shows 

and the impact of it. 

Record data in a line 

graph. Use less 

common OS symbols 

to show geographical 

features. use fieldwork 

to observe, measure 

record and present 

the human and 

physical features in 

the local area using a 

range of methods, 

including sketch 

maps, plans and 

graphs, and digital 

technologies.  

 

Begin to use latitude 

and longitude to 

describe location. 

Compare aerial 

photos and maps over 

time. Use fieldwork to 

observe, measure 

record and present 

data for the human 

and physical features 

in the local area using 

a variety of methods, 

including sketch 

maps, plans and 

graphs, and digital 

technologies 

M
a

p
w

o
rk

 

Children in Reception 

 

Understanding the World 

Draw information from a simple map 

 

Children in Reception 

Know the 4 counties of the United Kingdom and 

landmarks within them 

 

Begin to know the names of the 7 continents. 

 

Keep a weather chart 

and answer questions 

about weather. 

Explain where I live and 

tell someone my 

address. 

Make simple maps. 

Explore maps of my 

local area 

 

Name the continents of 

the world and locate 

them on a map. 

Name the world oceans 

and locate them on a 

map. 

Compare two 

settlements using 

globes, maps, plans at a 

range of scales 

Use context/index to 

locate countries/draw 

information from a map 

Use some basic 

Ordnance survey map 

symbols 

Use 4 figure grid 

references on a map 

Draw maps more 

accurately 

Plan view (from above) 

use key accurately 

Use contents/index to 

locate page quickly 

and accurately 

 

Draw an accurate map 

– develop more 

complex key use 

contents/index to 

locate a position of 

location including 

page/coordinates 

Plan a journey to add 

a place in another 

part of the world, 

taking account of 

distance and time 

 

Use Ordnance survey 

symbols and 6 figure 

grid references and 

recognise several 

Ordnance survey map 

symbols 

Answer questions by 

using a map 

Locate 

information/place 

with speed and 

accuracy 

Use a key to make 

deductions about 

landscape/industry/fe

atures 



G
e

o
g

ra
p

h
ic

a
l 
La

n
g

u
a

g
e

 

Children in Reception 

Know the 4 counties of the United Kingdom and 

landmarks within them 

 

Begin to know the names of the 7 continents. 

 

Understand position through words alone. For 

example “The bag is under the table.” – with no 

pointing. 

 

Use vocabulary to describe and explore the 

natural world around them 

 

Use ‘same’ and ‘different’ to recognise some 

environments that are different to the one in 

which they live 

 

 

 

 

 

Geographical language 

to describe feature or 

location e.g hill/local/a 

road/coastline/ woods 

 

Geographical language 

to describe feature or 

location e.g. 

valley/hill/local/a 

road/coastline/ 

woods/village/farmland 

To describe route and 

direction –8 compass 

points e.g. N, S, E, W, 

NW, NE, SW, SE link 

words to topic e.g. 

river/meander/flood/ 

plain /location/ industry/ 

transport 

 

To describe route and 

direction linking N/S/E/W 

with degrees on the 

compass ·link work 

To describe route and 

direction, location 

linking 8 points of 

compass to degrees 

on compass link words 

to theme e.g. river – 

erosion/ deposition/ 

transportation: coasts 

– long shore drift/ 

headland 

 

·describe route, 

direction, location ·16 

points on compass to 

degrees on compass 

·link words to theme 

e.g. settlement – 

urban/ rural/ land use/ 

sustainability: rivers – 

confluence/ 

 


